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TAGS: EFIS, SENV, IWC-1, AR, AS, BR, CA, DA, FR, IC, MX, 

SUBJECT: 10- YEAR MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL WHALING 

1 . SINCE 1972 THE USG HAS SUPPORTED THE ADOPTION BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION (IWC) OF A 10- YEAR 
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MORATORIUM ON ALL COMMERCIAL WHALING. THIS POSITION IS 
BASED ON THE FACT THAT (1) WHALES ARE ANIMALS WITH 
AESTHETIC, ECOLOGICAL, SCIENTIFIC, AND RECREATIONAL 
VALUES AND THEREFORE MUST BE CONSERVED IF THEY ARE TO 
PROVIDE THOSE BENEFITS TO FUTURE GENERATIONS; AND (2) 

UTMOST CAUTION IS NECESSARY IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THESE 
ANIMALS BECAUSE THE HISTORY OF THE IWC HAS BEEN THAT 
PROTECTIVE ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN TOO LATE AND THE RECOVERY 
OF MOST PROTECTED SPECIES HAS THEREFORE BEEN SLOW OR 
NONEXISTENT. PRESIDENT CARTER SENT A PERSONAL MESSAGE 
TO THE 29TH ANNUAL MEETING OF IWC (JUNE 1977) EXPRESSING 
HIS PERSONAL CONCERN ABOUT THE CONSERVATION OF WHALES 
AND THE CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE USG FOR THE MORATORIUM 
AND A STRENGTHENED IWC. 

2. THE MORATORIUM HAS NOT YET RECEIVED THE SUPPORT OF 

THE REQUIRED THREE-FOURTHS MAJORITY OF IWC MEMBER NATIONS. 
(FYI: USG HAS NOT YET PRESSED MORATORIUM TO A VOTE 
BECAUSE PRELIMINARY COUNTS HAVE INDICATED PROPOSAL WOULD 

LOSE. END FYI) USG IS PRESENTLY CONSIDERING WHETHER 
TO PROPOSE THAT CONSIDERATION OF THIS MORATORIUM BE PLACED 
ON THE AGENDA OF THE IWC ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE 26-30, 1978, 

IN LONDON. COMMENTS ON THE AGENDA ARE DUE TO THE IWC 
SECRETARY BY APRIL 14. ONE FACTOR IN DECIDING WHETHER 
TO PROPOSE THAT MORATORIUM BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA WILL 
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BE THE POSITIONS OF THE OTHER IWC MEMBER NATIONS ON 
MORATORIUM. 

3. EMBASSIES REQUESTED TO PRESENT USG POSITION AS DESCRIB 
ED ABOVE TO APPROPRIATE HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND TO 
ASCERTAIN POSITION OF HOST GOVERNMENT ON ADOPTION OF A 
10- YEAR MORATORIUM ON ALL COMMERCIAL WHALING. AT THIS 
TIME, EMBASSIES SHOULD NOT PRESS HOST GOVERNMENT TO 
SUPPORT USG POSITION ON MORATORIUM, BUT SHOULD POINT OUT 
ADVANTAGES FOR CONSERVATION OF WHALES AS NOTED IN PARA 1 
ABOVE. SUCH SUPPORT IS OF COURSE MOST WELCOME. (FYI: 

USG STILL REVIEWING ALL ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED BY IWC 
IN JUNE AND WILL DETERMINE LATER WHICH ONES WE WISH TO 
ACTIVELY SEEK SUPPORT FOR. END FYI) WOULD APPRECIATE 
REPLY BY MARCH 30, SO USG CAN DECIDE WHETHER TO PROPOSE 
MORATORIUM QUESTION BE ADDED TO AGENDA IN TIME TO MEET 
IWC DEADLINE. 

4. FYI: HOST GOVT MAY INDICATE THAT THEY FEEL THERE 
MIGHT BE SOME INCONSISTENCY BETWEEN USG SUPPORT OF 
MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL WHALING AND SUPPORT FOR LIMITED 
TAKE OF ENDANGERED BOWHEAD WHALE BY ALASKAN ESKIMOS. IF 
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HOST GOVT RAISES THIS ISSUE, EMBASSY SHOULD MERELY NOTE 
POINT AND SHOULD REPORT ON THIS AND ANY OTHER ISSUES 
RAISED BY HOST GOVT. END FYI. VANCE 
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